Introduction
On the brink of the European demise of multiculturalist discourse, "culture" config- and that affirm constructions of "us" and "them" by using them as absolute forms of differentiation. We emphasize the need to understand the concept of culturalism as an inherent complification of the concept of racism. Culturalism is no new phenomenon. It is very close to cultural racism, which has already been identified by Essed (288). Our discussion of a notorious video on Dutch national identity will help to clarify the nature of culturalism, which we see as the form Dutch racism has taken on since the last few decades. What makes culturalism different from the cultural racism in the past is its (obsessive) instrumentalization of religion. It is in such a way that culturalist discourses operate successfully in the Netherlands today.
Testing "Newcomers": Cultural Tropes of Dutchness
As a prerequisite to obtain a temporary residence permit it is compulsory for particular groups of foreigners that they pass an integration exam at an early stage-even before their arrival in the Netherlands.
1 This new measure primarily targets foreigners who want to marry or be reunited with their partners or family. It complements two other criteria: a minimum income and a minimum age of 21 years for both partners.
It is also intended for religious clergy who want to work in the Netherlands. 
